Author Visils with Nazneen
Akbari

Bringing Oman’s stories, history, and
cultural pride to your classrooms

About Author: Nazneen grew up in Oman, and although she has
lived in many places around the world since then, Oman will
always feel like home. Her stories are shaped by her travels, and
by the rich cross-cultural experiences she and her children share.
A former journalist, Nazneen is now an American diplomat serving
at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi. She is a mother of three, and in
her spare time she loves to dance and read (of course).

Home Away from Home is a Junior Library
Guild Gold Standard Selection.
Chosen by librarians across the U.S. as one of
the year’s top picks.

This summer, Nuha and Mama
are traveling to Oman to visit
her Jadda. But for Nuha, Oman
feels strange and Jadda, a
grandmother she barely
remembers. How will Nuha
ever feel at home in a place so

far away?



SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS COVER TOPICS FOR
GRADES PREK - 5

My interactive school visits bring literacy and the creative
process to life. Each presentation is tailored to grade level
and audience size.

Programs for Lower Elementary (Ages 4-7)
Focus: Storytime, curiosity, emotions, and
connection.

¥ storytime with Nuha
A joyful, interactive read-aloud of Home Away from Home,
followed by a friendly conversation about what “home”
means to each of us. Children share their favorite places,
things, and people that make them feel loved and safe. (30
minutes)

%4 Kindness & Courage Circle
After the story, students gather in a circle to talk about
moments when they’ve been kind or brave — just like Nuha.
Together, they create a “Courage Collage” through drawing
or simple crafts to celebrate what makes them strong. (30
minutes)

4’ Meet the Author
Nazneen introduces what it means to be an author and how
stories are made — from idea to book! (30 minutes)
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Programs for Upper Elementary and Middle
Grades (Ages 7-10)
Focus: Story time, curiosity, emotions, and
connection.

@ From Muscat to the World
Take your students on a cultural journey through Oman!
Nazneen shares real photos of Muttrah Sougq, the scent of
frankincense, and the beauty of traditional Omani doors —
connecting these rich details to scenes from Home Away
from Home. (45 minutes)

Wﬁ’ Finding Courage Like Nuha
This interactive discussion invites students to think about
courage and change. Through Nuha'’s story, they’ll reflect on
moments when they’ve stepped into something new or
shown bravery in their own lives. (45 minutes)

:.R‘:
.11s Global Kids, Many Homes 3
Perfect for international schools, this session celebrates
children who live between worlds. Students map the places
they’ve lived or have roots in, and share what makes each
place feel like home. (40 minutes)

LI Story Behind the Story
Nazneen takes students behind the scenes of Home Away
from Home — from childhood memories in Oman to the
writing process that brought Nuha’s world to life. The session
ends with a short, creative writing or illustration prompt. (50
minutes)



5 Writing Workshops

Perfect for schools that want to nurture young writers.
Students dive into the craft of storytelling through
engaging, hands-on workshops.

# The Secret to Writing
Learn how to make your words come alive through sensory
details and strong imagery that draw readers right into the
scene.

g‘{/ The Spine of a Story
Discover what holds a story together — from the first idea to
a satisfying ending — and how to build tension and
emotional connection along the way.

£E\ Magical Revision
Revision doesn’t have to be boring! Students explore
creative techniques to strengthen their writing and polish
their stories until they shine.
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g’ Creating Memorable Characters
Explore how to create believable, memorable characters by
thinking about their goals, quirks, and emotions — the heart
of every great story.

Writing from the Heart
Students learn how to turn their own memories into
powerful stories. Nazneen guides them through an
interactive writing exercise that helps them find emotion,
voice, and authenticity in their work.
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‘Themes of Home Away from Home

£ Family Love
Nuha’s bond with her Jadda (grandmother) celebrates the
timeless connection between generations.

~ ~Cultural Pride & Identity
Rooted in the sights, sounds, and colors of Oman, the story
invites children to take pride in their culture while embracing
new experiences.

@“Courage & Adaptability
When Nuha arrives in an unfamiliar place, she must find the
courage to adapt and connect. Her journey mirrors what
many children experience — moving, starting a new school,
or being away from family and encourages them to trust
their resilience.

fam Belonging Across Borders
Written by an author who grew up in Oman and now serves
as a U.S. diplomat, Home Away from Home speaks to
children of global and multicultural backgrounds. It reminds
readers that home isn’t a single place, it’s built through the
people, memories, and love we carry with us.

All author visit sessions are customized to align with these
themes. Educators are welcome to select the focus that
best supports their curriculum goals or student discussions.




Pricing

In-person

* $600 for a full day (4 sessions or 6 hours)
* $300 for a half day (2 sessions or 3 hours)
* $180 for a single presentation (45 min)

Virtual
« $150 for 45-minute presentation

| am also a U.S. diplomat, and currently based in New
Delhi. For in-person visits, travel expenses and lodging are
to be covered by the hosting institution. If your school is
located in Oman, lodging costs will be waived, as | maintain
a home base. R
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Do you have another program idea?
I am happy to customize the activity and fees to your
institution's needs.

Let’s Connect!

I’d love to hear from you.

“ nazneenak7@gmail.com
2 www.nazneenakbari.com
7] Instagram: @nazneen.akbari
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Releasing February 2026
Pre-order your copy
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Amazon.com : https:/www.amazon.com/Home-Away-Nazneen-
Akbari/dp/BOFG6BBWLFE

Barnes and Noble:_https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/home-
away-from-home-nazneen-akbari/1147750014?
€an=9798888598962

Bookshop.org
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